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Early tobacco control legislation 1970s-1980s 
(in addition to packet warning or voluntary agreements, 

and to the best of my knowledge) 

1970 Singapore
 

1973 Norway
 

1976 France
 

1981 Senegal
 

1982 Hong Kong
 

1982 Sudan 

1983 New Zealand
 

1983 Israel
 

1984 Australia
 

1987 PNG
 

1988 Canada
 

1989 Netherlands
 

1989 Thailand
 



HK 1 980s  Key  events 

1982 Smoking ( Public  Health)  Ordinance  enacted  

(1st tobacco  control  law) 
– Single  health  warning o n  packs 

– Smoking b an  in  lifts 

– No s moking ar eas  in  ferries, t rains, c inemas,  concert  halls 

+ 4    amendments  1983----1987  

1983 300%  tobacco  tax  increase  

1983 Tobacco I nstitute  of  HK  established 

1987    Ban  on  smokeless  tobacco 

1987    COSH  established 

1988+ W HO  World  No  Tobacco D ay c elebrated 

1988 Director  Audit’s  Report  on  advertising 

HK  1990s  Key  events 
“The  golden  decade” 

Many  amendments  to S moking (PH )  Ordinance 

• Ban o n sal es  to < 18 

• Ban o n smo king i n sh opping mal ls,  
department  stores,  supermarkets, b anks 

• Restaurants  200+  seats:  1/3  no s moking 

• Ban o n ci garettes  with ta r > 17mgs 

• Ban o n to bacco ad s:  TV, p rint  media,  

cinemas, b illboards,  buildings, i nternet 

• Ban o n v ending mach ines 



HK  1990s  Key  events 
“The  golden  decade” 

• First  survey  on  economic  effects  of  
tobacco  (1995) 

• Other  NGOs:  PASS,  ASH,  LEAP,  Clear  
the  Air 

• Assistance  with  quitting 

• Public  Opinion  Surveys 

• Prevalence  smoking  dropped  
significantly  among  males 

HK  2000s  Key  events 

2000s  Tobacco  industry  on  charm  

offensive 

2001   Tobacco  Control  Office,  DOH 

2006   WHO  FCTC  came i nto  effect 

2006   Smoking  (Public  Health)  

Amendment  Bill  2005 



HK  1987
  

ban  on:
 



HK  6  pictorial  health  warnings 
Smoking  (Public  Health)  Ordinance  2006 

Date  in  effect:  27 Oct  2006 

All  cigarettes  to  display  50%  health  warning  messages  in  
both  Chinese  &  English.  

End  of  point  of  sale a dvertising 
Smoking  (Public  Health)  Ordinance  2006,  

HK:   1  November  2009 



Next  steps  for  Hong K ong? 

2006
 



Global  movement  towards  
smoke-free 

    

      
  

       
  

       
      

   

Key messages regarding smoke-free
 
areas
 

1.	 The harmfulness of passive smoking is 
established beyond doubt. 

2.	 The majority of countries are adopting and 
strengthening smoke-free policies. 

3.	 Government and the private sector both 
have fundamental exemplar roles in public 
health 

4.	 SFA protect the workers 



Smoke  free  legislation  protects  workers 



Smoking  bans  are  good  for  
business 

2007 



The to bacco  industry  always  warns o f  

economic a nd  social  consequences… 

SCMP HK,  2006 

But  in p ractice… 

SCMP 



Benefits to   smokers 

Enshrined  in  WHO  FCTC 



2007 

United  Nations  Association 



Comprehensive g lobal  partnerships 

2002 



World  Bank G uidelines o n  

Introducing  Smoke-free  

      

    
      

    
 

   

   
 

Dilution is not
 
the solution
 

“Attempts to control the toxic and 

carcinogenic properties of second 
hand smoke by ventilation are futile, 
requiring tornado-strength rates of 
air flow.” 
--- Expert in ventilation technology 



HK  6  pictorial  health  warnings 
Smoking  (Public  Health)  Ordinance  2006 

Date  in  effect:  27 Oct  2006 

All  cigarettes  to  display  50%  health  warning  messages  in  
both  Chinese  &  English.  



The  pack  of  the  future:  
Plain  packaging 



Minister    of     Finance 

Tobacco  tax 

No  tax  

increase  

since  

2001  

budget! 



UK:  Prices  up  ->  smoking  down 





HK 
2006 

SCMP 

Next  steps  for  HK 

• Tax  increase,  with  %  
to  tobacco  control 

• SFA 

• Plain  packaging 
• Assistance  with  
quitting 




