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No Smoking Areas 
Public Transport Carriers - Including any public 
bus, public light bus, taxi, Mass Transit Railway 
train, light rail vehicle, tramway car, peak tramway 
car, orferryvessel etc. 

Public Transport Facilities and Bus Interchanges 

Indoor Areas - Including restaurant premises, 
shops, shopping malls, markets, supermarkets, 
banks, bars, karaoke establishments, mah jong-tin 
kau premises, bathhouses and massage 
establish men ts. 

Indoor and Outdoor Areas - Including cinemas, 
theatres, concert halls, amusement game centres, 
public lifts, escalators, child care centres, 
hospitals, schools and specified educational 
establishments etc. 

Public places that lie within 3 metres outside the 
entrances / exits exclusively used for child care 
centres, schools, residential care homes, 
hospitals, specified clinics or health centres. 

Ban on smoking while queuing to board a public 
transport carrier or to enter a certain place. 

Offenders are liable to a fixed penalty of $3,000. 

Ban on Alternative Smoking 
Products (electronic smoking 
products, heated tobacco 
products and herbal 
cigarettes) 

No person may import an 
alternative smoking product 
(ASP) by way of parcels, cargoes, or bringing in by 
incoming travellers. Offenders are liable on 
summary conviction to a fine of $500,000 and 
imprisonment for 2 years, or on conviction on 
indictment to a fine of $2,000,000 and 
imprisonment for 7 years. 

No person may promote, manufacture, sell or 
possess for commercial purposes ASPs. Offenders 
are liable on summary conviction to a fine of 
$50,000 and to imprisonment for 6 months. 

Using ASP in statutory no smoking areas is liable to 
a fixed penalty of $3,000. 

Effective from 30 April 2026: 

The possession of ASP substances (i.e. electronic 
cigarette capsules, heat sticks and herbal 
cigarettes) is banned in public places 

Smoking or using ASP in public places will be 
considered possession 

Fixed penalty of $3,000 (for incompliant cases 
involving possession of small quantities of ASP 
substances for non-commercial purposes) 

Prohibition of giving smoking products to persons 
under the age of 18 years 

Anyone who gives any conventional smoking 
products to minors will be liable to a maximum 
fine of $25,000. 

Provision of ASPs such as electronic cigarettes, 
heated tobacco products and herbal cigarettes to 
minors will be liable to a maximum penalty of a 
fine ($50,000) and 6 months' imprisonment. 

Bringing in tobacco products by incoming passengers 

A passenger aged 18 or above is allowed 

to bring into Hong Kong free of duty, for 

his/her own use, the following quantity of 

tobacco products: 

► 19 cigarettes; or 

► 1 cigar or 25 grams of cigars; or 

► 25 grams ofother manufactured tobacco. 

Passengers bringing in tobacco in excess 

of the exempted quantities should enter 

the Red Channel and make a declaration 

to Customs officers. 

Incoming passengers who fail to declare 

or make a false or incomplete declaration 

to a Customs officer on the quantity of 

tobacco in their possession which are in 

excess of the duty-free concessions are 

liable to prosecution. 

Tobacco and Alcohol Control Office 
Department of Health 

The Customs and Excise Department 

may consider imposing penalty on 

offences compoundable under the 

Dutiable Commodities Ordinance. An 

offender is required to pay a penalty five 

times the equivalent of the duty payable 

on the tobacco concerned plus a fine of 

$5,000. 

It is an offence to buy or sell illicit 

cigarettes. Under the Dutiable 

Commodities Ordinance, any person 

who deals with, possesses, sells or buys 

illicit cigarettes commits an offence. The 

maximum penalty upon conviction is a 

fine of $2 million and imprisonment for 

seven yea rs. 

For more details of the tobacco control measures, please visit the websites 
of the Tobacco and Alcohol Control Office of the Department of Health and 
the Customs and Excise Department. 

• Customs and Excise Department ,. 

Tobacco and Alcohol Control Office, 
Department of Health 

@ ,·.-

January 2026 


