General Information on the
Prohibition of Sale and Supply of
Intoxicating Liquor to Minors in
the Course of Business

The Dutiable Commodities Ordinance (Cap.109) and

the Dutiable Commodities (Liquor) Regulations (Cap.109B)
prohibit the sale and supply of intoxicating liquor to minors
(aged under 18 years) in the course of business.
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Definition of “intoxicating liquor”

Intoxicating liquor is defined as liquor that has more than 1.2% ethyl alcohol by volume,

and is fit for or intended as a beverage.
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@ The law'’s scope

The law covers all sale and supply of intoxicating liquor in the course
of business, even when payment is not involved. It includes all fairs,
festivals, or exhibitions etc., which serve commercial purposes, but
does not apply to family gatherings or social events with no intention
for business. Moreover, all alcoholic beverages are prohibited to be
sold in vending machines.

N8 What this new law means to businesses and
business owners

According to the law, if you sell or supply liquor to minors in the
course of business, you would have committed an offence and could
be fined up to $50,000 HKD.

If you have a store selling or supplying alcohol, you will need to
display the prescribed notice in both Chinese and English, which is as
follows:

Under the law of Hong Kong,
intoxicating liquor must not be sold or supplied
to a minor in the course of business.
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For more details on the prescribed notice, please refer to the
Guidelines on our website www.taco.gov.hk.

What the new law means to everyone who is
involved with the sale/supply of alcohol and
how they can comply with the law

The person who is selling/supplying the alcohol (or anyone who is
involved) must ensure the following:

e Be satisfied that the buyer is over 18 years old before completing
the sale/supply;

e Check the buyer’s proof of identity if there is any doubt regarding
the buyer’s age;

e |If the buyer’s age cannot be ascertained and there is doubt about
his/her age, then the seller shall refuse the sale/supply; and

e Make sure the prescribed signs are displayed properly.

For store owners or managers to avoid breaching the law, they are

advised to complete these additional actions, which include:

¢ Provide training and clear instructions to their employees on the law
requirements;

e Have said training and instructions repeated at regular intervals to
ensure that staff do not forget or become complacent;

e The training and instructions should be recorded and employees
should be required to date and sign training records to demonstrate
that it has been done; and

¢ Monitor employees to ensure they are following instructions.

Tips for delivery

If the delivery staff is employed by the company involved with the
sales, then the delivery staff is responsible for the following:

e Ensure that an age declaration has been received before delivery;

e Ensure that the receiver is of age when receiving the alcohol
package;

e If there is any doubt about the receiver's age, the delivery staff
should check their ID before giving the receiver the package; and

e If the receiver’s age cannot be ascertained and there is doubt about
his/her age, no delivery shall be made.

If the delivery staff (who is employed by the company involved in the
sale/supply of liquor) delivers the liquor package to a person under the
age of 18, both the delivery staff and the company may be
prosecuted. Delivery staff who are employed by a delivery company
who is not involved with the sales are exempt from this legislation.

o For more details, please contact us at:
Enquiry and Complaint Hotline: 2961 8823

Fax: 2127 7455

www.taco.gov.hk
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The content in this leaflet is subject to change and should be referred to
the original text of the Ordinance. The Dutiable Commodities Ordinance
(Cap.109) and the Dutiable Commodities (Liquor) Regulations (Cap.109B)
can be accessed at www.elegislation.gov.hk.
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Under the law of Hong Kong,
intoxicating liquor must not be sold or supplied
to a minor in the course of business.
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